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Mike Baillie : Exodus to Arthur: Catastrophic Encounters with Comets  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Exodus to Arthur: Catastrophic Encounters with Comets: 

22 of 25 people found the following review helpful. And excellent contribution to modern catastrophe theoryBy 
Steven ZorasterI found this book both entertaining and informative. The author, Professor Mike Baillie, an expert in 
"dendrochronology" and palaeoecology from Queen's University, Belfast, provides a fascinating scientific detective 
story. The story starts with the description of a collaborative effort - over many decades - by scientists in several 
countries to develop a complete record of world-wide, climate modulated, annual tree growth as recorded in tree rings 
(dendrochronology), from the present back to several thousand years BC. The author then notes several unusual 
patterns in these records, separated by hundreds of years, which point to multi-year events with very poor growing 
conditions. This sets up the principal story in the Exodus to Arthur, as the author describes his efforts to explain these 
anomalies. The Professor Baillie uses as evidence historical records left by - among others - Irish, Mediterranean, 
Chinese and Mayan writers and story-tellers, and archeological evidence including boats and trees recovered from 
Irish bogs and well preserved building timbers from long abandoned Anasazi pueblos in Utah. Attention is also given 
to those cases in which some anomalies in tree ring records do not match well across great distances, for example, 
between Europe and the American southwest.The conclusion? Well, the title gives it away, so I will not repeat it. I will 
say that the author does an excellent job of presenting alternative theories, and then explaining why he finds those 
theories less compelling than the answer he favors. The presentation of the other theories takes the readers on an easy 
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to follow tour of efforts to duplicate parts or all of the dendrochronology timeline using other methods. These methods 
include gathering and analysis of ice-cores collected in Greenland, the dating of volcano eruptions by radiocarbon 
methods, and using archeological evidence to note similarities or differences in tools, clothing, burial practices and 
trade goods between spatially separated cultures. In addition, the author explains his own disagreement with recent 
attempts to re-arrange the "standard" chronology for the ancient cultures of the Eastern Mediterranean.Exodus to 
Arthur is one of many recently published books on "catastrophe theory" aimed at "popular" - and not necessarily 
scientifically trained - audiences. This book is the best one I have read. It appears to me that publishers and editors for 
these books are demanding "human-interest stories" presenting the thoughts and emotions of the author(s) as they 
performed their research. Apparently most scientists do not have the skill to write a human-interest story and still 
present compelling scientific arguments. Professor Baillie pulls off the trick of mixing the personal with the scientific 
almost seamlessly, probably because he has a good sense of humor, which comes through in his writing.By the way, 
the dust cover of this book is horrible. I purchased the book through .com based on information gathered from Internet 
mailing lists. If I had seen the book first in a bookstore, I would have taken one glance at the cover and decided not to 
buy it. I suggest buying the book and then throwing the dust cover away as soon as you are near a trash can.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. great value and excellent conditionBy barbara edenfieldVery happy and 
exited to read it fi ish..came in very good to excellent condition..thanks a lot !!!1 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. Bogus Exodus to unlikely ArthurBy PedroThe first half of the book is good. It is an educating 
introduction to dendrochronology for the novice. I liked it. The author is an expert in this field. The material is well 
presented and easy to read. In the second part, unfortunately, the author writes on issues in which he is ill informed, 
including the history and archeology of Egypt, Israel, and Ireland. The second part of the book is repetitive, boring, 
and misguiding.

This intriguing challenge to traditional views of history, provides explanations for many of the myths and legends that 
continue to haunt humankind. In particular, it argues that, in the last five millennia, the Earth has undergone several 
catastrophic encounters with comets and their debris--and that mythology has preserved these events better than so-
called "factual" records.

If Baillie is right, history has overlooked probably the single most important explanation for the intermittent progress 
of civilisation.... if the author is not carried shoulder-high for broaching this important subject, it will be because his 
doomsday scenario offers little in the way of an immediate technical fix. -- New Scientist, Ben Rudder 


