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G. Michael Shoup : Empress of the Garden  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Empress of the Garden: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. RepeatsBy Dee ZThis is a beautiful book on antique roses and well 
worth purchasing if you are new to them and Mike Shoup. If you are already a fan of Mike's and the Antique Rose 
Emporium, and have his book, Roses in the Southern Garden, you will find that much of the information and many 
pictures are repeats. Anyone who is not aware of Antique Roses will forever be grateful for the introduction.6 of 6 
people found the following review helpful. Beautiful!By LKDI heard about this book on a radio gardening show, and 
thought it would make a good gift for my son and daughter-in-law, who are avid gardeners. The book was better than I 
expected, with helpful advice about placing roses in different types of environments, as well as pictures of the flowers 
that are exquisite. Since the roses discussed are antique they are hardy as well as beautiful. The book would make a 
great coffee table item also!2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A must for any rose loverBy Carolyn F. 
DouglasThis beautifully illustrated book is a must for any rose lover. I have some of these rose varieties and have 
gifted others to friends. I am never disappointed although my climbers and bushes pale in comparison to those shown 
in the book.

"Growing roses as landscape plants in Southern gardens for 30 years has given me more insight into their value--and 
magic--than I could have imagined...Unlike the stereotypical modern princesses bred for floral perfection, old garden 
roses have engaging personalities that belong to no other plants. They can enhance the garden in many ways, posing as 
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party girls spinning on a dance floor or playing the voluptuous drama queens as they flirt from arbors."G. Michael 
Shoup Gardens never stop teaching their gardeners, and G. Michael Shoupa key figure in the renaissance of old rose 
varieties--shares 30 years of practical and poetics wisdom in this book. At his Antique Rose Emporium display garden 
in Independence, Texasdesignated a Hall of Fame Garden by the Great Rosarians of the World--Shoup has become 
intimately acquainted with the growth habits and personalities of hundreds of old garden roses. He gathers them here 
in a most useful mannerdivided not strictly by formal classes but by the nuanced nature of their usefulness as 
landscape plants. Shoup knows that merely describing a plant as a "climber" doesn't give gardeners nearly the 
information they need to enjoy the wonders of the old rose universe. His first book, Roses in the Southern Garden, 
separated vigorous from mannerly climbers and large shrubs from small ones; but with this update he takes readers 
deeper into the realm of these empresses, exploring their character traits in ways that give new meaning to the idea of 
gardening as a therapeutic activity. The sumptuous photographs of Empress of the Garden will inspire those who 
garden for romance. Novices and seasoned rosarians will also appreciate Shoup's advice on the many aspects of 
growing roses. And anyone who has wielded pruning shears or who aspires to create a where roses reign will find his 
stories appealing.


