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David McKee : Elmer (Elmer Books)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Elmer (Elmer Books): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. David McKee's Elmer the Elephant Is A Necessity for Childrens' 
LibrariesBy Rita BrundageSuch a sweet story that children will love! Elmer is a likeable character with whom many 
children can relate, as they join him in solving his problem. My school students loved this story and when I've 
purchased it for friends' children/grandchildren, they too loved the story.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. I have loved the Elmer books since I read the first oneBy C. JewellI have loved the Elmer books since I read 
the first one... Who wouldn't love a nice bright elephant? I bought this book and the plush and another elephant book 
to send to an unknown child for a book exchange.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
Lauren BruneThis is one of my favorite books. It's great for children AND adults! Came in perfect condition!

"McKee's gentle humor and love of irony are in full force in this celebration of individuality and laughter." Publishers 
WeeklyElmer the elephant is bright-colored patchwork all over. No wonder the other elephants laugh at him!If he 
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were ordinary elephant color, the others might stop laughing. That would make Elmer feel better, wouldn't it? David 
McKee's comical fable about everyones favorite patchwork elephant teaches readers to be themselves and celebrates 
the power of laughter.

From Publishers WeeklyElmer the elephant is a colorful character. His heady optimism and unbridled sense of humor 
keep the entire community in a cheery mood. And Elmer's unusual multicolored checkerboard hide is the wonder of all 
the other elephants, who are characteristically gray. In spite of his sunny disposition, Elmer begins to feel conspicuous. 
He starts to believe the others are laughing at him because of his crazy patchwork coat. When Elmer discovers a bush 
in the jungle with elephant-colored berries, he shakes the bush and rolls in a berry mash until he is as gray as the 
others. Now no one seems to notice him; for a time he enjoys his anonymity, but after a while he begins to realize just 
how quiet and dull things are when he's not around. Finally the practical joker in Elmer emerges, and he soon has the 
whole gang laughing again. McKee's gentle humor and love of irony are in full force in this celebration of 
individuality and laughter. Well-designed spreads are washed with stunning color and the use of textured, painted and 
airbrushed surfaces contributes to the powerful visual impression. Ages 4-7. Copyright 1989 Reed Business 
Information, Inc. McKees gentle humor and love of irony are in full force in this celebration of individuality and 
laughter. (Publishers Weekly)From the Back CoverElmer the elephant is bright-colored patchwork all over. No 
wonder the other elephants laugh at him! If he were ordinary elephant color, the others might stop laughing. That 
would make Elmer feel better, wouldn't it? The surprising conclusion of David McKee's comical fable is a celebration 
of individuality and the power of laughter.Elmer the elephant, a colorful character because of his patchwork hide and 
sense of humor, tries to blend in with the herd, but soon realizes that he's happiest just being himself. "McKee's gentle 
humor and love of irony are in full force in this celebration of individuality and laughter." -- Publisher's Weekly. 


