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among these worthies. The book is published by Cassell Co. of New York. Mr. Juliau Hawthorne makes his living 
with his pen, and writes as the call from the family needs is heard. He is a novelist by choice, but he can turn his 
versatile pen upon any theme which promises remunerative returns. His very latest pen-work has been upon a school 
book, and he has produced a volume of 320 pages under the title of American Literature, An Elementary Text-book 
for use in High Schools and Academies. In the preparation of the book he has associated with him Mr. Leonard 
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Lemmon, superintendent of city schools, Sherman, Texas. The preface tells us that there is no satisfactory work extant 
on American Literature, none adequate to the needs of our schools, and it is the purpose of the authors to give the 
rising generation an adequate notion of what American Letters really is. The authors further state that in the matter of 
passing critical judgments upon literary work, they have followed their independent convictions, and for this we are 
duly grateful and wade extremely wary in accepting their conclusions. The most painful evidence of the prentice hands 
of the authors is found in their arrangement of periods, and in the selection of typical authors of these periods. To the 
teacher of literature, there will come a strong sense of the unfitness of the authors of this book for their work, apart 
from the value that may be placed upon their critical acumen and judgment. In a work of this kind, personal bias 
should have no consideration, yet, there is evidence, all through the book, that the favorite writers of these authors 
have been given undue promiuence, to the almost exclusion of others whose claims to recognition and exposition were 
fully as strong. ...


