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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. great photography, but kind of limited in scopeBy Sneaky BurritoI 
have been buying up every book I can find on copper, wire work, wire wrapping, etc. So this review is written with 
some of those other books in mind. Unfortunately, this is not my favorite of the books I've looked at lately.There are 
some great things about this book. The photography is clear and the instructions are easy to follow. If you are a true 
beginner and are a little hesitant with respect to your own creative abilities, I think this book could give you the 
confidence you need to move on to other books, because there really is a lot of repetition here. (Repetition is not my 
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thing for jewelry-making, but in other areas of my life -- say, organic chemistry class -- repetition has definitely helped 
me gain confidence in my abilities.) The introduction to tools is quite basic so I skipped most of it as I already have a 
lot more tools than are introduced in that section. If you want to know the bare minimum you will need, though, it is a 
good starting place.I guess what my main issue is stems from something I read in the introduction. The author talks 
about all these other crafts she does (involving wood burning/carving, etc.). And then says she was inspired to take up 
something new when her 80 year old mother took a quilting class. So she (the author) randomly chose wire work. 
Although the author has a lot of experience crafting, it is largely experience with crafting that is not jewelry making. 
And while she does a great job explaining everything she does in the book, to me it is obvious that she isn't coming 
from a lifetime of making jewelry. I will try to explain my issue with this as I go on, so bear with me.Most of what you 
will see in this book are constructions the author calls "links." These are smaller wire motifs that you can connect 
together to make larger pieces of jewelry. For example, you could put a handful of "links" together and make a 
bracelet. There are pages and pages of these. It's like the author just sat there for a week with a pen and paper and drew 
every curlicue she could, then made them out of wire and photographed them. So many of the links are very small 
variations on other links (e.g., a spiral without a hole in the middle versus a spiral with a hole, or an extra curve 
somewhere, or a very slightly tilted angle, or three beads on a straight piece of wire instead of just one). I feel like 
there are just too many pages devoted to these, that not all the variations are necessary, but that the author, being 
relatively new to the craft, couldn't see the repetitiveness of what she was coming up with and so couldn't do the 
necessary culling.The other thing is, by focusing on "links," you really don't get a sense of the breadth of what you can 
do with wire and beads. The scope of this book is quite limited. Everything here is "linked." So much of the jewelry 
ends up looking very similar, regardless of how long you spend forming the little motifs with wire. You don't do 
anything with wire jigs here (even though some of the "links" would honestly be easier with a jig), or any kind of loom 
or knitting tool, there's no setting of cabochons, no wire wrapping of a smaller gauge wire around a larger one, etc.This 
is not a bad book. As I've said above, there are some great bits of information, especially for beginners. It's just much 
more limited in its scope than I was hoping for.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Useful for wire 
jewelry enthusiastsBy LauraThis book describes the use of copper wire to make connectors, clasps and finished 
projects, but one could probably use just about any wire, depending upon what you hope to do. The complete link set 
collection, starting on page 65, is worth it alone. Instructions are extensive, detailed, and clear and are accompanied by 
great photographs. The book includes design ideas also, and there is a section on using cords. If you enjoy working 
with wire I would definitely recommend this book. Even if you are not primarily a wire worker you will still find 
many of the directions useful. Projects include many types of beads and stones, not just wire, so beaders will find 
things to enjoy about this book as well. There are many other books about wire wrapping and wire work, but I 
recommend this book for the inspiration. It would be a nice addition to any beading library.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Really, really good beading bookBy xaipeI love this book and refer to it constantly. Unlike 
many crafting books, this beading book has dozens and dozens of ideas and examples. There's a really nice 3- or 4-
page pictoral dictionary that shows all sorts of findings and wraps (for inspiration), plus step-by-step instructions for 
individual pieces and full-blown projects. Definitely worth the money. Kudos to the author!!

You can make affordable and stylish copper wire jewelry with a few simple tools, some wire and beads. Learn over 
300 different link styles and how to create your own with step-by-step instructions and outstanding instructional 
photos!

Easy and Elegant Beaded Copper Jewelry is a comprehensive book with all the information that you need to make 
your own copper jewelry. It is written by Lora Irish, who has authored several other art and crafting books. It begins 
with explaining the items that are necessary for you to have in your tool kit and what materials you will need. Lora 
then explains the various tools and how to use them. Throughout the book she also gives alternate household items that 
you can use if some of the tools are unavailable. The book covers the different types of wires and which ones you may 
need for different projects. There is also has a guide to beads, cord and twines. The book is built on the principal that 
there are 14 basic bent-wire links. The instructions for the basic shapes are shown and then all other links and projects 
are combinations and variations of this. You will even learn how to make your own jump rings and clasps for the 
jewelry. For the beginner, that makes tackling large pieces of jewelry accessible. The best part of the book is chapter 
seven where she has 364 different variations on the basic links that you will use in the projects. All the projects in the 
book can be completed using that guide. Simple projects from earrings to exquisite necklaces are provided at the end 
of the book. The format, which is a softcover with durable thick cover, is over 250 full-size pages. The book is full 
color glossy pages with amazing photography."Easy and Elegant Beaded Copper Jewelry" is a wonderful book for 
anyone interested in making their own jewelry. With just a few basic tools and this book full of precise instruction and 
pictures, anyone can make beautiful jewelry pieces from copper wire and beads for themselves or for others as gifts. 
The author, Lora S. Irish, starts by introducing the basic tools required. With detailed pictures and instructions, she 
explains step-by-step how to create over 300 links to transform into beautiful jewelry pieces. She demonstrates many 



different link/bead and clasp designs to get anyone started in creating their own wire and bead designs. This book 
would be great for a beginner just starting to make jewelry.This book reminded me a little of Sara Withers' "The 
encyclopedia of wire jewellery techniques". However, it is even more detailed and gives even clearer instructions 
about bending and shaping wire. It consists of three parts. The first is about the necessary tools and materials to create 
jewelry, the second is about the techniques, the third about projects that you can create with the newly learned 
abilities. The techniques part is the biggest one and the amount of shapes is incredible. It starts with the easiest side-
loop and continues to the most complicated looking spiral links. All shapes are shown with a number of clear and 
detailed images so that the instructions are easy to follow. All links used in the book are listed in a chart complete with 
numbers and name of the link. This helps when you get to the projects part. For every project you will find a list of 
links used, a supply list and instructions. The projects go from easy to elaborate and cover earrings, bracelets and 
necklaces, either made completely with wire and beads, or with additional cord. I liked how the book was structured, 
the clear pictures and the overall look of it. I personally prefer silver to copper jewelry, but all instructions can be used 
for silver wire as well. If you are only interested in creating beautiful bead necklaces using bought wire elements, this 
book is not for you. If you are looking for a beginner's book for working with wire, this is perfect.Like most wirework 
jewelry books, Easy Begant Beaded Copper Jewelry delivers introductory chapters on tools, supplies, and basic 
techniques while the back third of the book features step-by-step jewelry designs. But what makes this book a standout 
is its middle: Chapter 7 is a visual index of no less than 346 wirework links, dangles, focals, clasps, and earring 
findings, many sporting beads. Pick a design, then pick another to pair with. You'll soon be hatching necklace, 
bracelet, and earring designs you would have otherwise never dreamed of.A fabulous introduction for a beginner to 
wire jewelry (like me), but I think this will also be very useful for more experienced crafters. The set of 300+ pictured 
wire links (accompanied by detailed photos and creation instructions) is invaluable and will probably prompt some 
creative ideas even for casual browsers.Easy and Elegant Beaded Copper Jewelry by Lora S. Irish is another of many 
books to teach you how to make jewelry with wire and beads. What sets Lora's book apart from the rest is how she 
takes you through the basics (tools, materials, and practice pieces) and then sets you on the path to designing your own 
pieces right away so you can free your inner jewelry artist by the end of the book. Lora says in her book,"modern bent-
wire jewelry offers the crafts artisan two very specific features - quick, easy-to-learn techniques and quick-to-
complete, unlimited design possibilities." Easy and Elegant Beaded Copper Jewelry helps you learn the 14 simple wire 
bends. Once you have mastered them, you are ready to begin designing your own wire jewelry with the best feature in 
this book - thumbnail photos of 346 wire link variations to help you in creating your own designs. This visual resource 
of ideas will help you to make unique and beautiful bent-wire jewelry. Each project in Lora's book uses some of these 
346 wire links as components to form her colorful, elegant pieces. ...thank you Fox Chapel Publishing for sharing this 
great title with us at Craft Gossip!Bend, twist, and coil inexpensive, easyto-find wire into beaded copper jewelry. 
Many jewelry makers like to use real metals, but the price of gold and silver is skyrocketing. Happily, copper is the 
perfect economical, pliable, and beautiful alternative. With Easy Elegant Beaded Copper Jewelry by Lora S. Irish, 
you'll learn all sorts of inspiring ways to create beautiful fashion accessories with a few basic steps, a jewelry-makers 
tool kit consisting of common household tools (such as a set of pliers, a wire cutter and a ruler), and this most 
affordable medium. Ample step-by-step photos and easy-to-follow instructions guide you through the creation of chain 
links, findings, spirals, dangles and a fantastic variety of necklace, bracelet and earring projects, making this an ideal 
beginner's guide to wirework.Okay, some of you know I like to dabble in jewelry. Granted I'll never be showing my 
stuff on the red carpet (well, unless I install some in my home) but I loved to have fun with it. So, when I had the 
chance to review this book... I grabbed my tools and took a chance! What I loved about this book is that it went 
through the complete basics. It shows you how to do simple links, links with beads, and even jump rings. Sometimes 
that is useful if you want to use the same materials to create an even finish. Along with the basics you also find out 
how to create more complicated type of wire work and wire work that involves wrapping. It really isn't harder, but it is 
a bit more involved. It ends with several projects you can do. There are earrings, necklaces and bracelet projects. There 
is even a section which helps you change parts of a project to make it your own. It was fun and easy and I tried a 
project myself. Now, I had some tools and just had to get some extra wire. I didn't get anything expensive since I was 
just trying it out. I tried one of the earring projects... I'd have to say one tool I didn't have was one that holds it without 
damage. The metal part is usually padded by plastic or nylon. So, I did strip some of the color off the red. However, 
other than that, it was a fairly easy and quick project.Learn to create many kinds of jewelry findings from copper wire 
and beads. Book chapters begin with large photographs; small photographs (missing from the preview copy) 
demonstrate each step in the process. Clear language and ample white space make this a low-stress, visually appealing 
introduction. Recommended."Easy Elegant Beaded Copper Jewelry" by Lora S. Irish is one of the best jewelry design 
books that I have come across in my 8 years of jewelry making. Designing jewelry can be a great career or past time. 
Knowing the ins and outs of the tools, materials and techniques can save designer headaches from material costs to 
designing hours. Easy Elegant Beaded Copper Jewelry takes some of the guess work out of wire designing. This is 
definitely the must buy book for anyone interested in learning the basics of wire working for creating stunning wire 
jewelry designs. The books contain some of the most comprehensive how-to content that I have found in one source. 



Its full color and step by step instructions make designing wire based jewelry a snap. The book does an outstanding 
job of introduces a new hand-made jewelry designer/crafter to the basic tools of the trade, the assorted styles of beads 
available and the terms of the industry. The book also does an excellent job of showcasing the many different types of 
wire wrapping techniques and includes some really awesome designs with complete step by step illustrations on how 
to change the design to fit one's personal preference. While my library already includes many jewelry designing 
technique guides, some very good ones and well let's just say some others; I can always use a new one. If you are 
interested in designing jewelry using wire wrapping techniques, then "Easy Elegant Beaded Copper Jewelry" is a 
must. I highly recommend it.Clear and detailed pictures with easy to follow instructions, make this a great book for a 
beginner in wire wrapping or beaded jewellery. If you are a little more advanced, fear not, this book has 346 links 
listed, most with detailed instructions, and some are them are not for the faint hearted beginner! More than just a book 
of instructions, this is a book of inspiration. Yes, there are projects and detailed instructions, but by giving the reader 
the tips and tricks and details for each link, Easy Elegant Beaded Copper Jewelry is opening up the inner jeweler, and 
harnessing your inner creativity. Excellent book for beginners and a great book for intermediate craft workers fed up 
with spending hours on the internet trying to work out how to move to the next level.Honestly I have not had the 
chance to try out some of the goodies in this book, but I did read the whole thing and I love how it goes step by step 
with Photos to walk you through each step of each design. I like to make jewelry and have not tried to make anything 
with just wire, but I plan to very soon. This book is fantastic for people like myself who want to learn the art of Wire 
bending and making decorative jewelry out of wire. I know it says Copper but you could do these designs with just 
about any wire I would assume. I am glad I had the chance to review this book, and if your like me and need pictures 
to see what they are telling you to do then this book is for you. I rate this 5 out of 5.From the Back CoverGet Inspired 
with Wire! Discover the stunning jewelry you can make with a length of copper (or gold, silver, or bronze) wire, some 
colorful beads, a handful of tools, and a little creative inspiration. Easy Elegant Beaded Copper Jewelry will teach you 
how to make the perfect necklaces, earrings, and bracelets to complement your wardrobe, or to give as gifts. 
Internationally known artist and best-selling author Lora S. Irish gives you step-by-step instrucitons for bending, 
twisting, and coiling wire into more than 300 different links. Once you have mastered the basic techniques, you'll be 
on your way to experimenting with shapes and color and combining different elements to truly express your style. 
Lora's collection of step-by-step projects, with outstanding instrucitonal photographs, will help you get started in this 
fun craft and will guide you in creating your own unique wearable art. Both beginner and expereinced jewelry makers 
will be inspired by: 1. Learning to design creative links from the basics shown 2. Hints and tricks to keep links smooth 
and even 3. Discovering how to convert links into hooks and fasteners 4. Techniques for wire wrapping and coiling the 
links and beadsAbout the AuthorLora S. Irish is an internationally known artist and author.In addition to her work as 
an author, in 1997, working from her home studio, Lora and her husband, Michael, created www.carvingpatterns.com, 
an Internet-based studio focusing on online tutorials, projects, and patterns created exclusively by Lora for crafters and 
artisans. The website offers more than 1,500 patterns in various subject categories, including Americana, Animal and 
Wildlife, Celtic Knots, Dragons and Beasts, Nautical and Sea Life, Spirit People, and many more. Lora continues to 
provide new patterns-and inspiration to many artists-at the site. Lora also contributes a regular relief carving pattern 
column to Woodcarving Illustrated magazine and is a frequent contributor to Scroll Saw Woodworking and Crafts 
magazine. 


