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Donna Kooler : Donna Kooler's 555 Cross-Stitch Patterns for the Young at Heart  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Donna Kooler's 555 Cross-Stitch Patterns for the 
Young at Heart: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. What Gorgeous Borders!By ScotFlowerI was looking for a cross 
stitch book that had a cornucopia of various smaller patterns that could be combined together to create designs, could 
be added into other patterns, and would be easy to edit in order to meet personal preferences. I also wanted a range of 
sizes from tiny to medium patterns, but nothing too large. This book sort met that expectation... but where it 
EXCEEDED my expectations was in the area of BORDERS. Hands down this is my favorite book for delicate or 
intricate floral/nature borders. Those borders were well worth the low price I paid for the book!All patterns are shown 
completed and in color. All patterns are in color. The back of the book contains information on the basics of cross 
stitch, specialty stitches, and how to get started. There is a table of contents and an index to help find the patterns you 
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are looking for, but these are not very detailed which is why the book gets 4 stars. My only other issue with the book is 
that most of the patterns are on the more boxy side... and not enough of them would be easy to edit to being less boxy. 
However, ALL the border patterns I really love in the book are not boxy at all = )Here is a complete list of the types of 
patterns in this book:- Old MacDonald's Farm sampler (a large farm/country pattern)- Farm motifs (8 pages)- Mary 
Mary Quite Contrary Sampler (a large garden pattern)- Garden motifs (18 pages with lots of beautiful border patterns)- 
Rich Man, Poor Man Sampler (a large pattern displaying careers)- Careers and Work Motifs (9 pages)- The Old 
Woman Who Lived in a Shoe (a large pattern)- Home and Building motifs (15 pages includes three patterns of 
children)- Noah's Ark (a large pattern)- Noah's Ark and Animal motifs (15 pages)- Alphabets (2 pages)I may not stitch 
the full-size samplers, but I definitely will take elements from each to use, along with the borders. I am very glad I 
bought this book before it was no longer available.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Only one 
shortcoming...By mrsdepassThis is an absolutely delightful and almost infinitely useful little book of counted cross-
stitch designs. The six "full-size" samplers are as charming as any little boy or girl could want in their nursery (great 
for teaching language skills, rhymes, lifestyles, etc.), and the individual design elements cover the gamut: Farm, home, 
and garden; jobs, hobbies, and professisons; birds, bugs, and beasts (some two-by-two), and those who tend them; 
seasons' flowering and fruiting; teatime, and transportation; and buildings, large and small. The possibilities for 
ornaments, accent pillows and wall hangings, shower gifts, small token remembrances for home or office, are almost 
endless. In the back there are ten alphabet charts of various sizes, useful for customizing, and several with both upper 
and lower case letters and accompanying numbers, as well as a thread conversion chart (DMC to Anchor) and a metric 
conversion chart from inches to centimeters. The front covers some basic decorative stitches and stitching hints for the 
beginning to intermediate stitcher. If you're beyond the nursery stage there are still dozens of borders and design 
elements that could easily transfer from use as borders to such as woven-ribbon themed pillows, fancied-up 
handkerchief accents, quilt squares, or on Christmas stockings. All things considered, the book has only one failing: 
None of the full-size samplers are stitch-counted, which means you have to count the ten-stitch blocks in order to 
determine the size of the piece and the fabric required. Thusly tempted, all I need are the other Donna Kooler books...0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Yippie for The Lucky Stitcher!!!!By CustomerIf you don't feel 
"Young at Heart," after looking at the starter Samplers in this book, oh well!? The title says it all. This is a book for the 
young and the not so young who want to feel like a kid again. Here is a collection of Samplers and Motifs centering 
around Nursery Rhymes, but what amazing motifs and designs in this book. It must have been very hard deciding 
which of the many motifs to include in the Samplers and which to add to the library. The Samplers are "Old 
McDonald's farm,""Mary, Mary, Quite Contrary,(which would work in almost any home)"Rich Man, Poor Man," "The 
Old Woman Who Lived In A Shoe" and"Noah's Ark." Top this off with enough motifs to keep you in stitches for the 
rest of your life. Kooler Motiffs are beautiful, always, and if for no other reason than you want to feel happy, buy this 
book. If you are anything like me, you'll smile at the possibilities, jump right into the work and come up with 
something to hang on the wall, give as a gift or put on a tree for a child. Watch their eyes light up as you give them 
what may be the first Christmas Ornament of their very own. That's what I plan on doing.

Every one of these bright and happy motifslovingly designed by one of the worlds most renowned cross-stitch 
studioswill bring you pure enjoyment. And, theyre all organized into fantastic, fun samplers: Old McDonalds Farm; 
Mary, Mary, Quite Contrary; The Old Woman Who Lived in a Shoe; and more.


