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From Brand: Trails Books : Creating a Perennial Garden in the Midwest  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Creating a Perennial Garden in the Midwest: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great narrative on starting and tending gardens in upper MidwestBy 
DustyThis is a great book. Heart-felt narrative by author who give steps to establish a perennial shade garden in 
Wisconsin (zone 3-4). I think it would be a wonderful addition for a new gardener who want a step-by-step narrative* 
describing the work (and sometimes rework) required when establishing and maintaining a garden.Since my style of 
gardening is using natives in sunny zone 5, the suggestions for plants really won't work for me. The suggestions about 
how to create harmonious and relaxing areas is applicable to any garden.*11/16/10: This is not a how-to manual. New 
gardeners don't always understand the work, mistakes, rework, and lack of control (disease, severe winters, insect 
damage) they will probably experience as the year pass. This book discusses the authors ups and downs. A lot of the 
how-to manuals don't discuss these aspects of gardening. A good intro how-to book is New Complete Guide to 
Landscaping: Design, Plant, Build (Better Homes and Gardens(R)).0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Just what we neededBy NiCkLayout and design of this book brings inspiration for the expirienced gardener and easy 
reference for the needy. Great pictures too. Shipment arrived well wrapped within a week!19 of 24 people found the 
following review helpful. Something missingBy Bobby DeeLots of pretty pictures, but no information on zones. 
Because of cold winters, the zones of each plant is important to me. I have to do additional research to find out if a 
given plant is suitable for the climate I live in.

Create beautiful gardens and grow healthy perennials ideally suited for zones 3, 4, and 5. Emphasizing basic 
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techniques, Joan demystifies and simplifies gardening with a common sense approach that makes growing perennials 
accessible to most everyone. Stunning full-color photos provide inspiration to the gardeners of all abilities.

About the AuthorJoan grew up in Spring Green, Wisconsin, making flower beds at an early age for her grandmother. 
Her dream from childhood has been to create her own beautiful garden. Since becoming a Master Gardener, she has 
helped others create and manage their own garden sanctuaries. 


