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Carol Feller : Contemporary Irish Knits before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and al praised Contemporary Irish Knits:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful knitted garments, lazy patternsBy Jennifer J.
MccraryEvery article of clothing in this book is gorgeous. However, the author got lazy on the patterns. The stich
explication are incomplete, and the patterns often don't represent what you actually have to do and are at times
needlessly complicated. For example, the sweater | am currently working on is NOT knitted in the round, but the
pattern is written asif it was. This means that the stich pattern is only accurate on the right side rows. On the wrong
side rows you need to do the opposite of what it says to get the right result. It is also written from the bottom up and
from right to left. However, asinconvenient asthat isit at |east represents what you need to do, which is more than |
can say for other patterns. Personally | think from the top down and from left to right makes more sense since this IS
English, but whatever.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Carol Feller isone of the most brilliant
knitwear designers and this book is amazing! By Stephanie KingCarol Feller's Contemporary Irish Knitsis the book
that inspired me to learn to knit. | found it in abook store and thumbed through, since the sweater on the cover was so
unique and beautiful. | loved all the designs, the history of Irish wools and especially Killybegs, afantastic cardigan.|
thought, "I want to learn to do this!" and now | do.The designs combine the gorgeous Celtic cable work we all think of
but the designs have more modern and flattering shapes and she uses seamless one-piece construction, along with the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0470889241

genius of short rowsto create designs for all ages. All her techniques are explained clearly and none of them are too
difficult.Carol Feller is not only an independent knitwear designer, but she is one of the most amazing knitting
teachers. She teaches 3 or 4 classes on Craftsy.com. | would recommend this book, Carol's designs and her classesto
anyone who was ever even alittle inspired to learn this amazing and addictive craft. Sheis fantastic!!!0 of O people
found the following review helpful. | love the projectsin this bookBy Ruthl love the projectsin this book. I've knit
both the Ardara and Killybegs sweaters. My one complain is the book is printed on such thin paper, I'm afraid I'll rip
the pages one day and the cover/binding is abit floppy. If you love cables, thisis anice book to have in your library.

Celebrate the Irish countryside and create one-of-a-kind knitted projectsThe patterns found in Contemporary Irish
Knits showcase traditional Aran knitting patterns to create the more fitted and flattering shapes that modern knitters
prefer. You'll get 18 patterns for making one-of-a-kind Irish knits, encapsulating projects for women's, children, and
men's wardrobe pieces, and accessories like bags, blankets, and shawls. Plus, you'll get easy-to-follow instructions and
guidance on how to construct and enhance your knitting experience to make for a more intuitively put-together knitted
item.This all-new collection is exactly what today's knitter is looking for, and complemented by inspiring design and
photography. If you're aknitter looking for innovative patterns, enhancements to your skill sets, and a chance to
broaden your range of knitterly knowledge, Contemporary Irish Knitsisfor you. It features: contemporary Irish
designs created using traditional techniques and stitch patterns implemented in new ways; a broad range of projects;
guidance on working with different construction methods; and much more.Features an elegant design and 18
enjoyable-to-knit, one-of-a-kind patternsPatterns are just challenging enough to be fun to knitAll projects are
thoughtfully designed for a beautiful finished projectWhether you're an intermediate or advanced knitter,
Contemporary Irish Knits gives you the skills, projects, and know-how to create truly gorgeous knitted pieces that
celebrate Ireland's living knitted tradition with a modern, contemporary twist.

.com QA with Author Carol Feller Author Carol Feller Tell us alittle about your background as a knitter? Like most
Irish children | learned to knit in school when | was small. | dont ever remember actually learning the mechanics but |
have faint memories of knitting fingerless glovesin alemon acrylic yarn! As| got alittle older | began knitting
garments for myself (aswell asmy dolls). | aways had abig supply of cotton yarn available as my aunt owned a wool
shop in Dublin. For many years after that | did not knit at all. In fact, | amost forgot how to knit! My first child was
born in Florida.and when he was still small we returned to Ireland. The weather was so much colder | longed to knit
some warm jumpers (sweaters) for him but didnt have enough time to relearn. Several children later | came across a
new Irish online yarn shop (www.thisisknit.ie) and gave in to the desire to pick up my knitting needles again! Once |
began knitting again | was unstoppable, | tore through every knitting book | could find, and within 6 months | started
designing. | find designing knitsto be the perfect blend of the artistic and engineering sides of my brain, which makes
me very happy on multiple levels. | am just learning to knit and look forward to designing a few new patterns myself.
What advice do you have for new designers? Dont be afraid to experiment, and practice your pattern writing. When
you are starting out you may find that patterns need to be rewritten several times before the directions make sense to
other knitters. They then need to be read and knit by several people (and the numbers checked) before you reach a
point that they are ready for the general public. Knitters are very inventive and creative. However the pattern writing
part of designing often takes agood deal of practice, and not everyone enjoysit! What are the characteristics of
traditional Aran patterns? The concept of atraditional Aran pattern is actually abit of amisnomer! Complex cabled
Aran patterns are arelatively modern invention, dating from the mid-20th century. The Aran Islands was a very poor
area and the sale of complex knitwear produced by the women on the islands was a vital source of income. The
patterns they produced were a complex blending of cable patterns with highly textured stitches. The traditional yarn
used for these garments was a cream (banin) 100% wool yarn that was very rich in wool oil (lanolin). What are your
thoughts on natural fibers like cotton and wool and bamboo versus synthetics like acrylic? My own personal
preferenceisfor natural fibers. | like that they are breathable, comfortable to wear and very durable, for the most part.
| especially like to use 100% wool yarns that are more durable. Often they can be alittle rougher to knit when you are
working with them but as soon as you wash them they soften beautifully. The huge advantage that they have over
dlightly softer yarnsisthat they wear redly, realy well. When you use a cardigan every day over acold winter itis
nice to know that it will look just aswell at the end of the winter! | do use yarns with acrylic content also whenit is of
benefit to do so. Sock yarn is a good example of this; socks take a huge amount of abuse and the addition of nylon
helps them last much longer. | also like some blends of cotton and acrylic asit still retains the nature of cotton but by
having an acrylic content you reduce the heaviness of 100% cotton especially for heavier weight yarns. Whats the
favorite thing youve ever knitted? Thats areally hard question! Ive probably got several different answers; | knit a
shrug for my sisters wedding (Summer affair) a couple of years ago that | felt very proud seeing her wear on her
wedding day. The cardigan which is shown on the front cover of Contemporary Irish Knits was aso very satisfying. |
had envisioned that pattern in my head aimost a year before knitting it. It took me that long to figure out how to knit it
in away that would make it possible to write an easy to follow pattern for it. In terms of the knit | wear most often,



that would be a Felted Tweed version of my Akoya pattern. It isin alighter weight yarn and | wear it summer and
winter! Where do you get your inspiration for pieces? Sometimes an idea comes to me when Im swatching with a
yarn; Il start experimenting with the yarn using different stitch patterns and an idea starts to form. Other times |1l seea
clothing detail and 11l wonder how that could be interpreted in knitting to make a fun knit and beautiful garment. Still
other times, | began brainstorming ideas around a particular theme (although | often find | head in atotally different
tangent!) The inspiration for the book was a combination of all these different ways of working. The textured Irish
yarn and subtle color blends were lots of fun to swatch with, especially with complex cabled patterns. The overall
theme of the book was also alwaysin my mind. | wanted to create a collection of designsinspired by tradition, but still
very contemporary, flattering and wearable. Tell us about your construction methods, why or how are they unique/
different? | enjoy unusual construction methods, especialy if they are seamless. The knitted fabric is flexible and
versatile; knitting seamless takes full advantage of this. | knit garments from the bottom up, top down and even from
sideto side! All of the garmentsin the book Contemporary Irish Knits are worked seamlessly. When a garment is knit
in one piece it makes it very easy for the knitter to try it on as they are working to ensure that they are getting a good
fit. Thisalso meansthat if you need to make any adjustments for your own particular body type, you can ensure you
are doing so in the right location. Simple additions such as short rows to shape shoulders (rather than stepped bind
offs) make for smooth lines and a more pleasant knitting experience. Can you tell us alittle about the Mills and the
history behind them? Until afew years ago | knew very little about milling and even less about Irish mills.
Researching this book was a voyage of discovery for me with some interesting surprises along the way. | was
astonished to discover how few mills still commercially produce yarns for hand knitters; | found only 3! These mills
are sprinkled around the country. Oneis very far north (Donegal Y arnsin Donegal), Cushendale Woollen Millsis
closer to the center of the country in County Kilkenny, and Kerry Woollen Millsislocated close to Killarney in the
South west of the country. Each of these mills produces their own unique style of yarn. Donegal produces ayarn with
colored tweed flecks through it, Cushendale produces a lighter weight yarn in subtle, complementary shades and Kerry
isthe only mill in Ireland spinning organic fleece when it is available. Each of these mills has been in operation for
several generations, with information being passed on and techniques improved by each generation. The yarn each
produces is beautiful and unique and deserves to be cherished as a distinctly Irish, usable yarn. Do your sons knit or
know how to knit? Or do they just like wearing what you make them? Three of my four sons knit and my youngest
(who is 5) desperately wants to know how, but cant quite manage it yet! My oldest son knit a hat for himself last
summer with yarn he dyed himself using Kool Aid, and he wearsit nearly every day. My 10 year old knit an entire
sweater for himself last winter he was very proud of himself (aswas!) It was atop down raglan sweater that he
finished with minimal help from me. My third boy likes to keep his hands busy and finds knitting great for his
concentration. Sample Patterns Glengesh: Cable-and-Lace Wrap(Click for pattern)



