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Tom Hollander : Constructing and Covering Boxes: A Beginner's Guide  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Constructing and Covering Boxes: A Beginner's Guide: 

31 of 31 people found the following review helpful. Everything you need to know to get startedBy Simon 
MinnesotaTo be honest, my wife found the book in our local library and thought I might like it knowing my interest in 
paper arts. The book consists mainly of step-by-step instructions for making a plain lidded box and a clam shell box. 
The instructions give precise details about the materials required and their sizes and each step is illustrated with 
photographs. The first box I made turned out surprisingly well. You will need to find and purchase material for the 
sample projects and the number one on-line supplier of book-binding material (the boxes are made of book board and 
book cloth) happens to be the authors' own store. But I also used my local art store for some of the paper.I completed 
both examples in the book and using some ideas from the book's illustrations of other boxes went on to make several 
different styles of box. Since the book also includes formulas for calculating material sizes for making boxes to any 
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custom size I bought my own copy. In the two months since starting box making I have ventured on to book binding 
and purchasing yet more material from the authors.If box making appeals to you then this book is a perfect 
introduction to the techniques required. Be warned, if you get hooked you'll spend a lot more money than the price of 
the book.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This is a fairly easy to use book on the basics of box 
makingBy SapphireThis is a fairly easy to use book on the basics of box making. It gives formulas for making custom-
size boxes, which is probably the most useful info. It also takes you through the building process step by step, and 
goes a long way towards answering a lot of those minute problems you run into when trying to make your own box 
without any foreknowledge. I don't regret buying this. Just be aware that decent, reasonably durable boxes do cost a bit 
to make, no matter how you look at them.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Perfect for beginnersBy 
ruizviaThis book is fantastic! It truly is a beginner's guide. The authors do a great job of explaining each step carefully, 
so that a person with no experience can follow along easily. They add a picture for each step as well. They focus on 
two basic types of boxes. My only wish is that they explained how to add dividers to boxes. I love that they have 
formulas to construct different size boxes and they add worksheets you can use and copy. Overall, this is a great guide 
for someone who has never made a box...

Learn all the steps necessary to make a variety of colorful, decorative, useful boxes created from book board and 
covered with book cloth or paper, serving a variety of purposes for use in the home or as gifts. Over 230 clear color 
photos illustrate every step needed to make hinged lid, clamshell, and creative boxes. Necessary tools and materials 
are discussed and essential formulas are provided for each box type discussed. Basic skills necessary for the successful 
production of any box are also explored, including determining grain direction, pattern layout, cutting materials, 
covering book board with paper or book cloth, and gluing. Also provided are box making resources, a useful glossary 
of terms, and an appendix featuring measurement conversions. This book will be a joy for anyone interested in 
beautiful box construction.

About the AuthorTom and Cindy Hollander have been producing handcrafted boxes since the mid-1980s as part of 
their business. They live and work in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 


