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Constance Howard : Constance Howard's Book of Stitches: The Practical and Inspirational Guide for All 
Embroiderers  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Constance Howard's Book of Stitches: The Practical and Inspirational Guide for All Embroiderers: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great book!By Irene TakahashiA wealth of knowledg. By using 
basic stitches, she has created a multitude of interesting and appealing variations. Just when you think someone has 
introduced something new, you look back at this book (copyrighted in 1979) and see so many novel things in print 
already. Constance Howard was so creative with her stitching!!3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. 
Inspiration for the Surface EmbroidererBy Anastasia McPhersonI collect stitch dictionaries as even though there will 
be overlap, you never know when you will discover something new and amazing. Constance Howard's Book of 
Stitches provides many things that are new and amazing. Howard groups stitches into related stitches and shows them 
in different sizes and thread weights on different backgrounds. That alone provides a lot of inspiration. Further, 
Howard has combined stitches in ways I haven't seen before, even though I am also an afficianado of crazy quilting. 
This book has a lot of information and resources packed into a mild manner demeanor.Why for the advanced 
embroiderer? Well, let's say, at least the intermediate as the stitch instructions, while present, aren't the best I have 
seen and in some cases it helps if the embroiderer has some passing familiarity with the stitch or stitch type and some 
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experience learning embroidery stitches from a book. This isn't a book for absolute beginners.I want to be clear, I love 
this book and looked through it with pleasure and amazement, there is a lot of treasure in these pages. The Book of 
Stitches is now next to the chair where I work for easy access as I plan to take advantage of the inspiration and unique 
use of stitches. Recommended to the embroiderer and crazy quilter with no reservations. Canvas workers, 
needlepointers and those who like drawn or pulled work should look elsewhere for a stitch guide as The Book of 
Stitches concentrates on surface embroidery. The book is mainly in black and white as well, with a few color plates for 
those who demand color, but give this book a chance and it is sure to become a workhorse of inspiration and 
instruction.

Demonstrates the versatility of stitches - the textures and patterns that can be achieved, the effects created by working 
a stitch in different threads, combining stitches to make new ones, and altering the angle of a stitch. The book includes 
descriptions of over 70 different stitches.


