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21 of 21 people found the following review helpful. Useful and Inspiring in Bound AND Digital FormatsBy Elizabeth 
MGorgeous book when purchased for kindle fire or other color e-reader formats. Vibrant images and clear layout with 
a fantastic index to refer to specific patterns. You will not regret buying this for the kindle fire, trust me! Avoids 
common mistakes found in many digital format crochet guides such as missing text, small or dull pictures and 
incomplete instructions.I am an intermediate level crochet artist, and I am highly satisfied with every title I own by 
Edie Eckman. Great books for all experience levels that grow with you as you learn new skills. I go back to this book 
and others by the author again and again. Solid technique, modern designs, and easy to follow instructions make this 
book a valuable resource you will use for years, not weeks. Highest recommendation for readers who are beginners 
familiar with basic stitches and up.For absolute beginners, get "Beyond the Square Crochet Motifs." I made my first 
multi-color motifs four years ago using the instructions in this book and they still look great!3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. This book will blow your mind! SO many new ideas and techniques!By ruthptbThis is such 
a neat book! I never heard about freeform crochet until last month and I've been crocheting over 55 years! No more 
'old lady' doilies'....no more afghans that gets boring after a few of them....NOW I have options to just start crocheting 
and take it where it leads me. It might not be what others think is special, but hey, I love to crochet and now I have 
something new to explore and enjoy! This book is so easy to follow and sparks so many neat ideas!4 of 4 people found 
the following review helpful. Gorgeous, Inspiring and VersatileBy Carolynn PadgettThis is an incredibly beautiful and 
useful book for any crocheter who has advanced enough to begin to want to make things that don't come from the 
standard patterns, but do use motifs. I have been crocheting for over a half a century (that long?), and I still found new 
stuff in it. I really like the section showing both sides of join results, so you pick what you want to do. Ms. Eckman 
offers many new motifs (101), and my mind was busy finding ways to adapt them--finer threads, more open work, 
closer work, etc. This book will keep me busy for some time, as I experiment with making sweaters, hats, etc. to try 
out the motifs and the joinings. I recommend this book to any crocheter in intermediate stage or beyond, and if you are 
having trouble with written out patterns, this is a book for you. It relies heavily on symbol crochet (every pattern has 
both instructions!), so you can get to know the international language for crochet. That way you can get an instruction 
book in Russian, French, German, Japanese, whatever, and you will still be able to make the patterns because you will 
be able to follow international crochet instructions. (And there are some gorgeous foreign language instruction books 
out there!) My only complaint is that I wish there were more clothing patterns (some blouses or tunics?) included, and 
of course, more book! I'm getting more of her books as soon as possible.

Connecting beautiful motifs can be just as enjoyable as crocheting them. Edie Eckmans creative joining techniques 
allow you to easily combine multiples to form a whole new pattern, from lacy links, swirls, radiants, and wheels to 
three-dimensional effects. Step-by-step instructions, detailed photography, and innovative stitching charts ensure 
success. With 100 brand-new motif designs at your fingertips, youll be free to explore limitless variations and capture 
your own personal style. 

From Booklist*Starred * This is smart publishing: a spiral-bound pattern and instructional book that actually lies flat, 
so that avid needleworkers can practice concurrently with reading instructions, and an index that is executed 
pictorially, in groups of motifs, so readers can quickly find the desired shape or design. Eckman (Around the Corner 
Crochet Borders, 2010) has mastered not only the craft of crochet but also what her audience yearns for: great color 
photographs coupled with written and charted directions, a true variety of choice, and some easier ways to cope with 
connecting dozens of baby motifs to finish a project. Also included are good how-tos with step-by-step photographs, 
followed by 101 new motifs (which, except for the quick and easy, arent designated by level of difficulty) and 11 
patterns, both wearables and home accessories. Although the designs arent quite up to the latest crochet revolution, 
Eckman can easily be forgiven in light of the treasure her book is. --Barbara Jacobs Eckmans (Around the Corner 
Crochet Borders) specialty is crochet motifsshe has a knack for turning simple stitches with colorful yarn into 
something fresh and contemporary. Here, she introduces a new batch of crocheted motifs as well as a variety of 
creative methods for joining the motifs together. Full-color photographs of each motif are included, as are written and 
charted directions. As a bonus, there are 12 patterns that use the motifs and connection techniques covered in the book. 
This isnt for beginnersreaders need to know how to crochet to get the most out of itbut Eckman may inspire some 
noncrocheters to learn, just so they can experiment with the techniques she describes. VERDICT Eckmans eye for 
color and design make this an excellent addition to any crafters crochet collection. 


