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Charles Quest-Ritson : Climbing Roses of the World  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Climbing Roses of the World: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great pics of growing climbers lots of old garden climbersBy 
CustomerTerrific reference good pics lots of old climbers tips on growth habits size care0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy bernardVery informative and interestingly written.12 of 12 people found the 
following review helpful. A must for rose loversBy Valerie Fletcher AdolphThis is a comprehensive, world-wide 
study of climbing and rambling roses. The topic is a huge one, especially as the writer refuses to be constrained by the 
contributions of any one country. Most of the leading writers on roses have been American, English or French. The 
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writer adds in the considerable contributions of rose growers in Australia, Germany and Italy as well as other 
countries.Despite difficulties in taxonomy and in tracing the history of each rose, the writer has included some 1600 
currently grown climbing and rambling roses. I was happy to see an explanation of the differences between the two. 
Climbers have a small number of stiff stems. Ramblers have a larger number of more pliable stems, and these often 
trail along the ground. To confuse the issue, some ramblers are known as semi-climbers, and some small climbers are 
known as "pillar roses". Let's confuse it even further - climate can make a considerable difference in growth. A rose 
that is a climber in one country may be a shrub in another.The writer is Director of England's National Rose Society 
and he has an encyclopaedic knowledge of the topic as well as the resources to research it throughout the world. The 
book covers the origin and history of each of the roses and the reader learns about the people and circumstances 
behind each of the different varieties.The colour photographs of the roses, taken by the author in gardens around the 
world, are exceptionally fine Each rose is identified, of course, but we also find out in which garden and which 
country the photograph was taken.This is a book for the gardener who loves roses. It contains a vast amount of 
information, well organized and presented.

Climbing and rambling roses are sources of grace and dignity in the finest gardens. This book is the first completely 
new volume in almost 40 years to grapple with the histories, lineages, and special charms of these aristocrats of the 
garden. Illustrated with 200 color plates, Climbing Roses of the World presents climbers of every type, from the parent 
Rosa species to the multifloras, noisettes, and modern climbers, to name just a few. The most comprehensive and 
thoroughly researched study of climbers and ramblers ever published, Climbing Roses of the World will stand as the 
definitive treatment for years to come. No gardener will want to be without this unique source of information.

From BooklistSpectacular gardens worldwide often boast one particularly ravishing aspect-- richly scented roses 
scrambling up walls, ascending the limbs of tall trees, draping pergolas, or clothing entryway arbors. Embracing the 
entire group of climbing and rambling roses, British rose guru Quest-Ritson tackles a complex topic with an inspired 
thoroughness based on extensive up-to-date research. Lending his expert voice to a study of some 1,600 roses 
currently in cultivation, Quest-Ritson should genuinely pique the interest of rose-growing gardeners who have 
searched for a comprehensive work, one providing definitive descriptions while clarifying names and synonyms, and 
proffering data on suitable growing climates, bloom times, and scent. Replete with fascinating historical detail on the 
accomplishments of rose breeders, the book includes abundant color photographs showing a range of species and 
cultivars amid hundreds of informative entries aimed at helping gardeners successfully cultivate roses of this type. 
Alice JoyceCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved "There has not been a book on climbing roses 
as complete as this one, nor one that has represented roses from around the world as well. While it is scholarly in tone, 
the presentation of nearly 1,600 roses will be useful to the researcher as well as the home gardener."William Grant, 
Pacific Horticulture, Summer 2003 (Pacific Horticulture)"This is the most thorough coverage of this group of plants in 
over 40 years and will be the bible for the future."Robert Haehle, National Gardener, June 2003 (National 
Gardener)"Charles Quest-Ritson in an enthusiastic rosarian...This promises to become a standard work."Bookseller, 
March 7, 2003 (Bookseller)From the AuthorCharles Quest-Ritson is a director and council member of the Royal 
National Rose Society and founder-secretary of the Historic Roses Group. 


